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Synopsis

Scandinavian Studies/History The most up-to-date account of this fascinating region. Though
marked by certain geographical, linguistic, and cultural differences, Denmark, Finland, Iceland,
Norway, Sweden, and the Faroe Islands are united by a common bond and a shared history. This
history comes richly to life in this up-to-date, thorough, and readable account of modern
Scandinavia. Structuring his history along the lines of traditional European chronology-Renaissance,
Early Modern, Modern, and Contemporary periods-Byron J. Nordstrom brings a distinctly
twentieth-century perspective to his work. He shows how religions, political ideas, economic
practices, intellectual movements, and technological innovations have come to Scandinavia from
abroad only to be modified and recast in a uniquely Nordic character. Among the many topics he
examines are Gustav II's military reforms, Danish absolutism, the constitutions of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, Scandinavian modern design, management techniques and shopfloor
production strategies, and the welfare state. Surveying political, diplomatic, social, economic, and
culture aspects of the region’s history, Scandinavia since 1500 is a comprehensive yet nuanced
portrait of this unique region. Byron J. Nordstrom is professor of history and Scandinavian studies at
Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minnesota. Translation Inquiries: University of Minnesota
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Customer Reviews

Scandinavia, an often overlooked and opaque faction of affluent modern countries that never seem
to capture the spotlight like its modish Western European neighbors. There is a lot more to this

unheeded part of Europe then the common images held today: Scandinavia has a proud and rich



history. In bygone times, Denmark and Sweden were two of the mightiest naval powers in Europe
that ferociously contended for supremacy of Northern Europe in the Early Modern Era as well as
significantly contributed to the Continent’s great wars of the age. Although quite contrary to the
existing welfare states plagued by immigrants today, an abundance of great thinkers, reformers,
scholars, inventors, writers, painters, and scientists from the region once contributed to the greater
development of European and Western society as a whole.Bryon Nordstrom, a professor of
Scandinavian History at Gustavus Adolphus College, examines all five of these fascinating
Scandinavian countries with emphasis on how the interactions between each other and the rest of
the European powers have transformed the countries of today. From the beginnings of the first
Paleolithic nomads to the modern contemporary states, the bulk of the significant historical events
are covered with special attention to an in-depth analysis of the complex times from the 16th
Century to present.Nordstrom accomplishes, quite commendably, the strenuous task of providing
readers with the historical highlights over the past five centuries, as well as elaborating and
clarifying any ambiguities or misconceptions one might have. Although his delineation of the major
events comprising Scandinavian history is much in the diction of a 300 page lecture, this does not
hinder the effectual illustration of this intricate subject.
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